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(57) Abstract 

An absorbent article comprising a central absorbent member and a lateral wicking barrier for inhibition of wicking from the central 
regions of the article to an outlying outer absorbent member. The wicking barrier has a vertical component for prevention of radial wicking 
in the plane of the article and thus promotes center filling of the article with fluid and reduces the likelihood of leaks from the sides of the 
article. The wicking barrier can also have a horizontal component to prevent leakage, redirect fluid flow, and improve fit and performance of 
the article. In one embodiment, the central absorbent member is a concentric absorbent structure having alternating rings of barrier material 
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and then sliced to provide a thin absorbent layer having high permeability in the thickness direction but low permeability in the plane due to 
the barrier material. In a second embodiment the absorbent Core consists out of an outer absorbent member having a central void, open 
toward the body side of the absorbent article a central absorbent member disposed over and extending into the open void and a wicking 
barrier disposed between the outer and central absorbent member. In a second embodiment the absorbent core consists out of an outer 
absorbent member having a central void, open toward the body side of the absorbent article a central absorbent member disposed over and 
extending into the open void and a wicking barrier disposed between the outer and central absorbent member. 
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